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Noah Bukowski, a senior at Belle Vernon 
Area High School, received the first Extra Ef-
fort Award of the new school year on Friday, 
September 25, 2015.  Bukowski was presented 
this award by KDKA Sports Reporter Bob 
Pompeani.

Students receive the Extra Effort Award by 
going above and beyond in education and ath-
letics.  During award presentation Pompeani 
stated, “We begin with one of the better ones 
you will find from Belle Vernon Area High 
School, Noah Bukowski.”

Bukowski is a starting outside tight end for 
the football team.  He is one of the captains for 
varsity.  Bukowski also starts on the basketball 
for the Leps.

“I think I deserved the award because I play 
two sports and I start in both.  I have a 3.92 
GPA, and I’m a part of seven clubs here at Belle 
Vernon,” Bukowski explains.

Bukowski puts hours of practice in for both 
football and basketball, and also many nights of 
school work.  “I put a lot of effort in.  Most of 
my days at school and football, and when I’m 
not there I’m at home usually doing my school 

work,” stated Bukowski.
He also says that it was a big honor to receive 

the Extra Effort Award.  “The pep rally was 
awesome and seeing Mr. Pompeani was a real 
honor.”

Bukowski explains his favorite part of going 
the extra mile is, “seeing how it pays off usu-
ally because winning games and doing well in 
school always feels great.”

BVA Football Coach and Civics teacher 
Matthew Humber notices how hard Bukowski 
works on the field.  Humbert gave one of the 
captain spots to Bukowski over the summer be-
fore the game season started.

Humbert explains that Bukowski is very 
coachable and respectful, and does everything 
the coaches ask him to. “ He is always one of 
the first at practice and one of the last to leave.  
Anytime we have any supplemental workouts 
or anything football related he’s always there 
and prevalent, so that’s an indicator of his hard 
work,” Humbert said.

Humbert also explains that Bukowski is very 
positive and that is a big part of why he is a very 
good leader.

A few highlights that Bukowski has had so far 
this season are being a starting tight end since 
game one, holding a record, and of course win-
ning the Extra Effort Award.

BVA Principal John Grice explains that it 
feels great to have a student from Belle Vernon 
receive the extra effort award.  “It felt great to 
put the spotlight on our high achieving students 
and not just on our successful sports teams,” 
stated Grice.

Grice feels that Bukowski deserved the award 

stating, “In my time observing Noah and/or 
working with him, I have found him to be a 
student going above and beyond to do it right.”  
Grice says that Bukowski is a student that ex-
cels in the community, in the classroom, and 
on the field and court.  “He is one of our BVA 
students that will make it happen for himself.”

Bukowski receiving the Extra Effort Award 
was aired on KDKA after they visited Belle 
Vernon High School on Friday, September 25, 
2015.

The Belle Vernon Area Leopards Football team 
is making a big statement in the WPIAL 2015 sea-
son.  An undefeated team beating both Thomas Jef-
ferson and Ringgold, two WPIAL top dogs, have 
proven they are ready to win this season.

Belle Vernon running back Luke Durigon states, 
“My team goals for the season are an undefeated 
season and a conference championship win.”  The 
Leps are well on their way to Durigon’s goals.

Tight end Noah Bukowski also adds, “Having 
our best season now is amazing for the seniors.  We 
have always talked about our dream season and we 
are living it.”

The Leopards are currently 8-0 with just onereg-
ular season game left until the start of the playoffs.  
Head coach Matt Humbert and BVA Civics teacher 
states, “Our goal over the next few weeks is just to 
take one game at a time.”

Belle Vernon Area Football has also broken a 
record this season.  They beat Yough 66-7, which 
is the most points ever scored in a game in BVA 
history.

Besides breaking records and beating every team 
in their path, the Leopards believe these wins come 
from the heart in each player.  Durigon states, “This 
team truly has accepted each other as family and 
really we are.”

Humbert also states, “I think consistency is key.  The kids are 

coachable and anytime you have that, good things can happen.”
As of right now the Belle Vernon Area Leopards football team 

is ranked second in the WPIAL.  They are ranked just behind 

WPIAL football powerhouse, West Allegheny.  The Leps are 
also currently ranked sixth in the state in AAA football.
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Belle Vernon Area High School stu-
dents and staff are ready for Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month. MIC/SADD held 
the pink-out on Friday, October 16, 2015 
and every year the school orders pink 
shirts for October and has a breast cancer 
themed game. The pink-out is where ev-
eryone in the school wears pink to support 
breast cancer and donates money to breast 
cancer foundations.

    BVA math teacher 
Bernadette Kenne-
dy-Hall is a breast 
cancer survivor. Ken-
nedy-Hall finished her 
last treatment on Friday, 
October 9, 2015.

  Kennedy-Hall is 
proud to be a breast 
cancer survivor and 
also explains that it was the best thing that 
has ever happened to her. She stayed pos-
itive throughout the journey and won the 
battle.

    “It makes me feel singled out. It also 
makes me feel special particularly when 
the life skills students decorated my door. 
It also makes me aware of how many 
other people fight for the cure, so peo-
ple don’t have to go through what I went 
through,” states Kennedy-Hall.

   Millions of women battle with breast 
cancer and some of them are lucky 
enough to get cured.

    Kennedy-Hall acknowledges all the 
students and staff wearing pink in support 
of breast cancer. “It means a lot. It means 
we’re getting the word out, it shows the 
type of students and staff we have here 
at BVA.”

    BVA junior Megan Christner has two 
family members that had breast cancer. 
Her mother and grandmother both battled 
breast cancer.

    Christner helps them stay positive by 
letting them know that things will get bet-
ter. “I made sure that they knew that ev-
erything would be okay. Also, I reminded 
them that the whole family was there for 
them and that we would help in any way 
we could.”

 Christner helped them throughout treat-
ments by making sure that they had ev-
erything they need and were comfortable. 
She also reminded them that things will 
get better.

 Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
means a lot to Christner. “If more peo-
ple know and learn about it, more money 
could be raised through donations. This 
in return will cause more research, which 

means it could be detected 
in patients that have it but 
weren’t diagnosed sooner. 
Also, more awareness 
about breast cancer could 
lead to a cure, which will 
save many, many lives.” 

Finding a cure for 
breast cancer would 
save many women.

    BVA school nurse Vicki McCullough 
helps support breast cancer. McCullough 
is the advisor of MIC/SADD and they 
are selling pink-out t-shirts. All of the 
proceeds go to Magee Women’s Hospi-
tal Research Foundation. She also works 
with Kate Crawford, who is a mother of 
three in her thirties battling stage four 
breast cancer. All of the money they raise 
from the pink-out goes to Magee Wom-
en’s Hospital Research Foundation.

    McCullough says that it is import-
ant that all the funds go straight to the 
research foundation. “That’s something 
with working with Kate Crawford, all 
of our proceeds go directly to the people 
who need it,” she said.

    Supporting breast cancer is very im-
portant to McCullough because she had 
a close family member who passed away 

from the illness.
    Many women die from breast can-

cer, but many women also live and the 
research and early tests could help save 
more lives.

    Belle Vernon Area High School stu-
dents and staff show support by wearing 
pink and donating money for breast can-
cer. BVA never fails at showing their sup-
port for breast cancer.

As the year gets going into full swing, 
the class of 2016 gets ready to graduate 
and leave their mark on Belle Vernon. 
The Leopard Tales caught up with seniors 
Nick Sweitzer and Kaity Watson for this 
issue’s Senior Spotlight.

Watson is the goalie for 
the Lady Lep’s girls soccer 
team, and Sweitzer is an of-
fensive lineman for the foot-
ball team. The seniors are 
enjoying their sports success 
as both teams are wrapping 
up section titles for 2015.

Both are planning on play-
ing their respective sports 
while in college. Sweitzer 
has been offered scholar-
ships by multiple division 
one schools, but is still de-
ciding where he’d like to 
attend. Watson is currently 
committed to Pitt Greens-
burg, but adds that Wash-
ington & Jefferson has 
recently offered her. She plans to visit the 
school soon.

Coincidentally, Watson enjoys attend-

ing football games when she’s not play-
ing soccer, and Sweitzer likes to support 
the soccer team on off days. Sweitzer adds 
that soccer “gets hype.”

Watson says that the way she leaves her 
mark on Belle Vernon is with her multiple 
shutout records she holds for Belle Ver-

non. Sweitzer left his 
mark by simply being 
“bigger than average”

Both seniors leave 
words of advice for 
those still in Belle 
Vernon next year. 
Watson says to “trea-
sure every moment, 
and realize who’s 
there for you and 
who’s not” while 
Sweitzer adds “don’t 
trust everyone, and 
make sure to have 
fun.”

The Leopard 
Tales wishes Nick 
Sweitzer, Kaity Wat-

son, and the rest of the class of 2016 
a bright future and a great rest of the 
year.
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Senior Spotlight

By Falyn Samoda

By Bryce Coyne

Pittsburgh’s hit music station 96.1 Kiss 
is hosting another crazy Halloween con-
cert on Halloween night at Stage AE.  The 
event is going to kick off at 6:30 p.m. in 
Pittsburgh.

  This Halloween bash will be hosted by 
DJs Mikey and Big Bob, Tall Cathy, and 
Scottro.  They are asking that everyone 
wear a Halloween costume because there 
will be a costume contest.

   The performers for this event include 
Silento, Tori Kelly, Icona Pop, and Daya.  
Senior Kaity Watson states, “The per-
former that I am most excited to see is 
Silento.  His song ‘Watch Me’ has swept 
across America.

  Daya is the youngest performer of the 
group at age 16.  She is also a Pittsburgh 
native, born and raised in the city.

  A big part of the night is the costume 
contest.  Senior Sarah Sepesky said, “I 
think the best part will be the costume 
contest because it will be fun to see ev-
eryone’s crazy outfits.

   Many people have been wondering 
why they chose these particular acts to 
appear.  Senior Emily McCullough states, 
“I think 96.1 chose the acts by their popu-
larity in the music business today.”

 This event is highly anticipated 

and advertised in the city of Pittsburgh.  
The wacky DJs of 96.1 Kiss are prepared 
and ready for Halloween night to kick off 
yet another epic concert in Pittsburgh.

F r e s h m e n 
school pictures 
November 5, 
2015.  

Sophomore and 
Junior pictures 
November 4, 
2015.

Halloween ‘party of the year’ 
to take place in Pittsburgh
By Marissa Hasson

  School Pictures
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BVA High 
School supports 
breast cancer

- Bernadette Kennedy-Hall

“It means we’re getting 
the word out. It shows 

the type of students and 
staff we have here at 

BVA.”
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      BVA Marching Band turns back 
time with old-school set “Rock of 
Ages.” The Halftime show hopes to 
replicate the sound and mood of clas-
sic rock n’ roll. With a set including 

There are many school trips 
this year at BVA. Chorus director 
and senior advisor Michael Rozell 
is in charge of the chorus trip 
and the senior trip.

    “Anyone in chorus can go 
on the trip. I always say that 
the first 50 to turn in the slips 
can go,” says Rozell.

   Physical education teacher 
Shara Zupanc is also in charge 
of many school trips through 
P.E. club.

    “We go on all sorts of trips 
that involve fitness and ad-
venture,” says Zupanc. “We go to 
Nemacolin for rock climbing, rope 

course, and zipline, we also go to 
Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh. 
We do a trip to a trampoline park 

every year. The date for that hasn’t 
been set yet.” Zupanc explains  

these trips are open 
for anyone to come and are willing 
to join P.E. club.

 The chorus trip will take 
place on April 29 through May 
1 2016, and the senior trip has 
not been planned yet.The cho-
rus trip is around $675.

The senior trip is going to be 
$65, including the ticket.  P.E. 
club trips are around $10-$40 
and it is $10 to join the club.

    School has many trips to 
go on this year, so students 
should keep their eyes open to 

see what one they can go on.

         Meet the staff
Jesse Arutoff            Becca Holderbaum                Chris Rogers

Maddie Balsano Dianna Heinzelman     Falyn Samoda

Emilee Bonus Samantha Jenney     Rachael Schwab

Marissa Hasson Sarah Juba Tyler Steeber

Ashley Kirchner

BVA March-
ing Band 
turns back 
time with old 
school set 

         Where we go at BVA 
By: Sarah Juba

By: Tyler Steeber

   October is one of the best times of 
the year for many people, for many rea-
sons. The weather begins to get colder, 
the leaves start to change, and best of 
all, it’s Halloween for those trick or 
treaters.

  With Halloween comes lots of 
candy, costumes, and haunted houses.  
What comes with haunted houses are 

scary, gory, and fun places to experi-
ence. There are many different haunted 
houses in the Pittsburgh area that offer 
different experiences.

  One of the top scariest places to 
visit is Scarehouse, according to CBS 
Pittsburgh. You make your choice with 

three different haunts. As the lights get 
darker, it all changes.

   BVA alumni Matthew Jenney said, 
“Scarehouse is the scariest haunted 
house because for me haunted houses 
don’t really scare me, but that one 
does.”

   There it said that they have a lot 
of talented and gifted actors with eerie 
sets that may have you screaming from 

The general admission fee is $21.99, 
plus $1.95 service fee per general ad-
mission.

  Another haunted house that involves 
secrets of the past with chilling sounds 
behind closed doors is the Demon 
House. With each room, you get a scary 
experience of haunting.

  The actors of the Demon Houses 
reenact the horror from McClue Man-
sion. The Demon House is located in 
Monogahela. Friday through Sunday 
it is open from 7:00 p.m. to midnight. 
General admission is $18 per person.

   The next haunted house is Hundred 
Acres Manor. Every door, window, 
or hallway has a secret. BVA senior 
Amber Emerick said, “Not knowing 
what to expect is such a scary feeling.” 
There are six attractions with pranks 
and screams at each passage way. It is 
said to be a haunting trip well worth the 
effort. Hundred Acres Manor is located 
in Bethel Park. Monday and Tuesday 
it is closed. Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Sunday it is open from 7:30 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday it is 
open from 7:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. Gen-
eral admission is $20 per person.

  Haunted Houses are a great experi-
ence for someone looking for a terror 
and a fun night. It is a great way to get 
into the Halloween spirit!

Beware for a scare
By: Samantha Jenney 
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songs made famous by Queen, 
Jour-ney, and Van Halen, the 
2015-2016 BVA Marching Band 
evokes a feeling of nostalgia.

Speaking about the season so far, se-
nior colorguard member Allyson Vitez 
said, “We are more of a family this year 
than any year in the past. By the end of 
band camp, we were finished with the 
show, which doesn’t always happen.”

Vitez also admitted to at first being 
annoyed by the freshmen. “They have 
grown on me. They are still loud, but 
have made an impact on my senior 
year.”

Marching band instructor Mark Sur-
ovchak spoke about this year’s theme 
and how it came to be. “I tend to base 
the show around the seniors I have in 
class. With some input on their inter-
ests, I chose to focus on the classic rock 
of the 1970s,” said Surovchak.

Surovchak also stated, “With the 
songs, I choose to see what transitions 
best and their energy overall.” Open-
ing with Queen’s “Bicycle,” the show 
eventually explores the sounds of Kan-
sas, Journey, Van Halen, and Elton 
John.

Dance team member Jenna Budd 
says her favorite song to perform to is 
“Faithfully.” “I love to see all the girls 
out on the field with the flags in unison. 
It gives Miranda a chance to shine,” 
said Budd in regards to senior Miranda 
Filak’s solo during the number.

The marching band students have al-
ready started to talk about the greatly 
anticipated yearly trip. The upcoming 
trip to Tennessee in late April will in-
clude visits to Memphis, Nashville, and 
Pigeon Forge. Budd expresses her ex-
citement by saying, “The band trip each 
year isn’t only fun, but it really builds 
more of a family atmosphere than we 
already have. It’s also a great way to 
spend some of our last moments with 
the senior members.”

To the seniors, Surovchak stated, 
“Remember that everything in life is 
truly about how you treat people. I ap-
preciate all that you have given to not 
only me, but yourselves and the others 
around you.”

Photo copyright: Heinz History Center

Photo copyright: Scarehouse 

beginning till the end. The Scarehouse 
is located a short distance away from 
downtown Pittsburgh. Monday through 
Wednesday it is closed. Thursday and 
Sunday it is open from 7:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday it 
is open from 7:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. 
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  BVA Royalty
By Maddie Balsano
     After long months of 
waiting, October is final-
ly here. Yes, this means 
Halloween but it’s also 
homecoming season. 
    Miranda Filak was 
crowned queen Friday, 
October, 9 at the Belle 
Vernon Area football 
game at halftime. She 
was escorted by her 
father, Brent Filak.
    The nominated stu-
dents of the 2016 Belle 
Vernon Area homecom-
ing court are as follows: 
The gentleman of the 
court include Nicholas 
Sweitzer, Noah Bu-
kowski, Luke Durigon, 
Lincoln Mimidis, Austin 
Yazzani, Matthew Daw-
son, and Derek Verkleer-
en. The ladies include 
Erica Amoroso, Marissa 
Hasson, Larisa Fordyce, 
Meghan Lovett, Zoe Za-
drozny, Miranda Filak, 
and Courtney Hrycko.
    These fourteen stu-
dents were nominated 
by the senior class. The 
queen and king were 
voted by the entire high 
school grades nine 
through twelve.  Filak is 
a member of the color
guard and winter guard 
here at BVA. She also 

participates in Relay for 
Life committee, Spanish 
club, and interact club. 
    Homecoming court 
member Marissa Has-
son states, “When they 
announced queen, 
Miranda’s face was un-
forgettable. She looked 
as if it were impossible. 
She truly deserved that 
experience.”  
    When speaking 
with Filak she shared 
her thoughts and feel-
ings on this incredible 
experience. “I wasn’t 
expecting to be on the 
court. I thought that to 
have been on court, I 
had to be involved in 

many clubs or have tons 
of friends. I really don’t 
fall into either of those 
categories.”
    According to the 
student body at BVA 
high school, Miranda 
was the perfect person 
to be crowned queen. 
Senior Cassidy Mcketa 
states “Miranda has been 
through a lot. She lost 
her best friend due to 
cancer at such a young 
age. She still sees the 
bright side in everything. 
Miranda is always a kind 
and genuine person to 
everyone around her. I 
am extremely happy she 
had the experience of 

winning homecoming 
queen.”
    After being asked 
about her most memora-
ble moment Filak ex-
plains “When I heard my 
name called, it was crazy. 
So many people were ap-
plauding and it was just 
really weird to think that 
they were all clapping for 
me. I’m not typically the 
center of attention.”
    Saturday, October 10, 
Lincoln Mimidis was 
crowned king at the BVA 
homecoming dance by 
Filak. Mimidis is a four 
year member of the 
band, swim team, and 
soccer team. He also 
spent three years par-
taking in track. He is the 
title nine representative 
of his senior class. This 
award was given to him 
due to his academics, 
athletic ability, and his 
overall character. 
    When speaking with 
him about homecoming, 
he had a lot to share.
“I was not really expect-
ing to be on court. I’m 
involved in a lot of activi-
ties, but I was definitely 
not expecting this.” 
    After being crowned 
king, he shared that it 
was not as emotional for 
him as it was for his fam-
ily. “It was such a cool 
honor, it wasn’t extreme-
ly emotional for myself. 
Although it was for my 

mom. Like any mother, 
they want their kids to 
do well and succeed. It 
was a proud moment for 
her and the rest of my 
family.”
    Senior Sarah Wilkon
son says “Lincoln is one 
of my good friends, he 
is always an extremely 
outgoing and fun person 
to be around. I think it’s 
awesome that he got the 
chance to have such a 
memorable experience.”
    It is very clear to 
Belle Vernon Area that 
Mimidis was a favorable 
choice. “I was definitely 
caught off guard when I 
heard my name called. 
It wasn’t something I 
was expecting by any 
means. There’s so many 
good guys on court that 
it really could’ve gone 
anyways.” Said Mimidis.
    Homecoming has been 
a tradition here at Belle 
Vernon for numerous 
years. This wouldn’t have 
been possible without 
the help of BVA’s chorus 
teacher and senior class 
advisor, Michael Rozell. 
    This is Rozell’s second 
year being in charge of 
planning and organizing 
all homecoming events.
“A lot of time goes into 
planning all of the home
coming events. In fact, 
last Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday, just to 
finalize all of the details, 

Home
]comi

ng

2014 Homecoming Queen Emily Frederick crowns 
2015 Homecoming Queen Miranda Filak. 
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mom. Like any mother, 
they want their kids to 
do well and succeed. It 
was a proud moment for 
her and the rest of my 
family.”
    Senior Sarah Wilkon-
son says “Lincoln is one 
of my good friends, he 
is always an extremely 
outgoing and fun person 
to be around. I think it’s 
awesome that he got the 
chance to have such a 
memorable experience.”
    It is very clear to 
Belle Vernon Area that 
Mimidis was a favorable 
choice. “I was definitely 
caught off guard when I 
heard my name called. 
It wasn’t something I 
was expecting by any 
means. There’s so many 
good guys on court that 
it really could’ve gone 
anyways.” Said Mimidis.
    Homecoming has been 
a tradition here at Belle 
Vernon for numerous 
years. This wouldn’t have 
been possible without 
the help of BVA’s chorus 
teacher and senior class 
advisor, Michael Rozell.       

This is Rozell’s second 
year being in charge of 
planning and organizing 
all homecoming events.
“A lot of time goes into 
planning all of the home-
coming events. In fact, 
last Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday, just to 
finalize all of the details, 

I would go home from 
school to eat dinner and 
take care of my dog and 
then go back to school 
until about 9:00pm just 
to get all of the work 
done.” Says Rozell.
    After being asked 
about the homecoming 
courts qualities Rozell 
was happy to share his 
opinion. “I think the stu-
dents on the court always 
bring something unique 
to the table. They always 
seem to be very nice, well 
rounded, and involved 
students. I enjoy working 
with them each year.”
    Homecoming is not 
only an event for the 
people on court. It’s a 
chance to show school 
spirit, pride in your 
fellow classmates, and 
a way for the seniors to 
share a memorable expe-
rience before it all comes 
to an end. 

Girls of the 2015 Homecoming Court.
Photo taken by: Laurel Bukowski. 

Queen Miranda Filak crowns king Lincoln 
Mimidis. Photo taken by Marissa Hasson 

Boys of the 2015 Homecoming Court. Photo taken

by: Courtney Hrycko.
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Warped Tour
     in the UK

 Some of the Fulller House characters come together for a 
selfie. Photo copyright: Fuller House

How do you feel about music 
festivals? Concerts? What if 
you could see your favorite 
band play live? What about in 
a different country?

Well, Warped Tour is hap-
pened in the U.K. on October 
18,  2015. Plenty of bands went 
such as: Black Veil Brides, 
Metro Station, Man Overboard, 
Asking Alexandria, August 
Burns Red, Attila, Ghost Town 
and twenty four others. One can 
get merch and meet his or her 
favorite bands at their tents and, 
possibly by the busses.

Belle Vernon Area Senior, 

Bailey Delestienne spoke about 
Ghost Town playing on Warped 
Tour U.K. His sister told him 
about the band and he genuine-
ly likes their music.

“I’m happy to see them ex-
panding to a larger audience, 
and that they will travel to 
another country,” Delestienne 
stated. He would like to see 
them play in the U.K., ¨Seeing 
them play would make me 
proud to see their growth as a 
band.¨ Delestienne said he’d 
like to see all the bands playing 
on this tour if he could, and that 
if he got the chance to go to 

Fuller House on 
Netflix

By Dianna Heinzelman

2015 to be year of 
gender neutral baby 
names

As 2015 is closing it seems 
to be shaping up to be a gen-
der neutral year.  Not only 
is our culture shifting into 
taking labels like “boy” and 
“girl” off of items like toys 
and clothes, but baby names 
are becoming very gender 
neutral.

This gender neutral trend 
that has been rising in pop-
ularity is catching fire this 
year. Though these names are 
far from the most common 
names you’ll find, the rise in 
popularity is certainly some-
thing worth noting.

Some celebrities have been 
getting in on the gender neu-
tral baby names in the past 
few years.  Dax Shepard and 
Kristen Bell named their 
daughter Lincoln, a tradi-
tionally boy name, in 2013.  
Ashton Kutcher and Mila 
Kunis named their recent 
baby girl Wyatt.

Some people speculate that 

By Jesse Arutoff
this is because millenials are 
very open-minded and don’t 
want their children to feel pres-
sured into living up to gender 
roles implied by their name.  
Gender neutral names that 
have been rising in popularity 
are names like Amari, Karter, 
Phoenix, Reese, River, 

                                                                                                                        Quinn,
Rowan, Sawyer and Taylor,  

according to BabyCenter.
However this is not the first 

time gender neutral baby 
names have been a trend. 
In the 1960s gender neutral 
names such as Jamie, Jody, 
and Terry, being used for both 
sexes.  This was due to the 
rise of Feminism and liberal 
ideals. In the 1980s the first 
generation of working mothers 
had named their kids things 
like Morgan, Corey, Jesse or 
Casey.  This burst in gender 
neutrality, however, focuses 
more on abolishing gender 
stereotypes and gender roles 
for both sexes.

Daily 
Lunch 

Specials

Monday:
Bacon Cheeseburger

BLT Salad

Tuesday:
Boneless Wings w. 
Breadstick

Grilled Chicken Salad

Wednesday:
Pizza

Buffalo Chicken Salad

Soup

Thursday:
Chicken Sandwich

Steak Salad

Friday:
Nachos

Taco Salad

     Full House is back! This time, it's even fuller. in 2016 every-
one’s favorite childhood TV series Full House is going to be on 
Netflix with its new spin off Fuller House, running 13 episodes. 
While many of the original characters will be back, one very im-
portant one is still debating on returning. Mary Kate and Ashley 
Olsen are still thinking if they want to come back and join their 
Full House family on the spinoff.
     Many fans of the original series believe that the twins should 
return for the spinoff. BVA math teacher Sandra Fisher shares her 
views on the Olsen twins possibly not returning. “The show will 
not be the same because you can’t just lose members. Plus, [the 
twins] were a lot of people’s favorite character. I watched [Full 
House] as a child; it was my favorite show! I would love to fol-
low up with the sequel and see how [the characters] have grown 
up and changed.”
       It has been 20 years since a new episode of Full House has 
aired. Freshman Kinaria Newby explained, “Full House is loved 
by everyone, so when Fuller House starts back up you will either 
love it or you will dislike it for the simple fact that it has been 
generations.”
     Until 2016, fans will have to anxiously await the sequel and 
see if it becomes a family favorite as it once was in the past.

By Emilee Bonus
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Warped Tour U.K. he´d make 
the most of that visit and try 
to make as many memories as 
possible.

¨If I got the chance to meet 
them, especially in the U.K., I’d 
be very happy and thank them 
for being an amazing band, and 

I’d tell them how proud I am of 
them”.

Overall he thinks that getting 
to go to Warped Tour U.K. 
would be an amazing expe-
rience and if you get the op-
portunity to go you definitely 
should. 



This day was also created to help 

people realize it’s never too late to 
change one’s lifestyle and actions. 
Before one can seriously want help, 
there is no helping. 

“It’s a struggle every single 
day and to see all the smiles on 
everyone’s faces- I think a lot of 
people loved it. Everyone who 
participated at least helped save or 
change at least one life,“ explained 
sophomore Hailey Wilkinson.

 BVA alumni Kelly Kenny states, 
“They gave out haircuts, clothes, 
hygiene products, food, [and] 
free lunch and snacks throughout 
the whole park. Everything they 
provided the valley with was truly 
amazing.”

Kenny really expressed her thanks 
to the volunteers. “This was such a 
great opportunity for many families, 
including my sons and I. I wanted to 
thank all the people who made this 
possible. Remember, if you think 
you did not affect anyone’s life, you 
affected mine.”

Day of hope
By Emilee Bonus

On September 19th there was a 
community day for everyone that 
lives in the Mon Valley area. “A 
Day of Hope“ was a special day, 
because Charleroi churches and 
many more churches around the 
community came together along 
with health organizations, youth 
groups, schools, and volunteers to 
provide a day of hope for all. 

There have been many deaths, 
killings, drug abuse, families who 
are becoming unemployed, or just 
simply families in the community 
that are losing faith in themselves. 
This event was created to encourage 
people to never give up on 
themselves. 

 “Yes, I’m proud of everyone 
who volunteered. It was very nice of 
everyone to try and help out in-need 
families, but they have to want help to 
get it” said freshman Taylor Kelly. 

A day of hope was meant to help 
families out, but not just handing 
them food. Volunteers brought 
job services, mental health clinics, 
addiction counselors, and a mobile 
dentist and nurse. Volunteers also 
provided the children with their 
own kitty land. There was even a 
live performance from a christian 
band. 

Belle Vernon Area High School 
drama club proudly presents “The 
Curious Savage.” The show 
will be premiering the second 
week of November

“The Curious Savage” is a 
comedy about an older woman 
who’s stepchildren admit her to a 
home for psychiatric patients 
because she is spending the family 
money.  She sends them on a wild 
goose chase to find where she has 
buried the rest of the millions.
    Play director and Belle Vernon High 
School chorus teacher Michael 
Rozell explained, “This show is not 
to make fun of people with 
mental illnesses but it is a 
comedy about coming to appreciate 
their personalities and loving them for 
who they are.”

 Rozell explains that he read through 
ten scripts over the summer in order to 
pick the play that the drama department 
would use. “I kept narrowing it down 
to my final choices, and when I read 
this one I forgot the rest because I 
love this script so much,” said Rozell.

To audition for the play students 
had to go online and print off the pages 
of lines they would need. Each person 
had to know the lines of every role 
because some of the people might be 
asked to read different lines.

Senior Noah Reed said, 
“Memorize lines that he gives you 
prior to the auditions. Get them in your 
head, figure out which character you 
want to go for and learn every 
single line 

even if it’s a female line because he is 
looking for character.”

When attending the play expect to 
meet and fall in love with the characters 
from the psych ward, two of which 
are Hannible and Florence. Hannibal, 
played by Reed, was a statistician 
until he was replaced by a calculator 
and now he thinks he is the best violin 
player in the world. Florence, portrayed 
by sophomore Grace LaCarte, is like 
the mother of the group, she was put 
down verbally by her husband, lost her 
son,John Thomas, at a young age and 
just wants to be a good mother.

“We would all greatly appreciate 
for everyone to come see a truly 
remarkable, touching show that 
everyone involved has worked so hard 
on,” said LaCarte. The show dates are 
November 12th, 13th, and 14th at 7:30 
pm in the high school auditorium.

By Rebecca Holderbaum

Lastly,the University of Pittsburgh 

ranked 66 on U.S. News. The tuition 
is $18,192, for in-state and $28,192, 
for out of state.

BVA junior Jenna Douglas said, 
“I want to go to Pitt because I heard 
that the medical school is very 
good.” BVA senior Aaron Ellis 
explains, “I think I’m going to Pitt 
because they have programs that 
I want to go for, which is Dental 
Hygiene.” 

Pitt’s libraries include the 
University Library System, which 
is the 22nd largest academic library 
system in the United States.

Going to college allows many 
people to experience the real world. 
Maybe we will even see some BVA 
graduates at these colleges.

Leps search for the best
 college

By Samantha Jenney
Starting the next chapter in life is 

always scary to most people. Going 
off to college, meeting new people, 
and going to new places is all a big 
change in most people’s lives. 

There are many different colleges 
in the Pittsburgh area that offer 
different programs.

One college is Carnegie Mellon 
University, which is ranked 23 on 
U.S. News. The tuition is $50,410 a 
year. There are about 6,301 students 
enrolled.

Carnegie Mellon is home to some 
of the world’s leading experts in a 
range of fields, from computering 
to the arts to the environment to 
biotechnology.

Another college that students are 
enrolling in is Duquesne University, 
which is ranked 116 on U.S. News. 
The tuition is $33,778 a year. There 
are about 5,995 students enrolled. 
Duquesne is ranked 116 among the 
nation’s top small doctoral research 
universities. Student opportunities 
range in areas from liberal arts to 
sciences. About 99% of Duquesne 
freshman receive some form of 
financial assistance.
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Curious for “The Curious Savage”

     Stadium renovations, cork-boards, 
and painting aren’t the only changes 
in place around Belle Vernon Area 
High School. Princi-pal John Grice 
reveals new plans to make the school 
a better place.
    “Between painting, the new 
bulletin boards outside of class-
rooms, and changes with floor/room 
numbers, our maintenance staff has 
been kept busy,” said Grice.
    The room numbers now can make 
not only getting around easily for 
students, but especially for safety if 
there is ever an emergency. Grice 
then stated, “Try telling a police 
officer that there is a problem on the 
second floor. That would be a hassle 
with confusion because the building 
has so many floors.”
    Students around the school have 
seemed to notice the changes in 
effect. Junior prom committee officer 
Grace Lopez has noticed changes in 
and out of the building.

    “The new room signs are really 
helpful because they now have 
Braille numbers for students who are 
in need of it,” said Lopez. “Seeing 
the school take extra measure to ac-
commodate to all students makes me 
happy.”   
    Junior Jordan Dunlop admit-
ted that that the new changes have 

Changes happening at BVA

Photo by Hailey Gratto
Pictured are Tyler Steeber and Aubrey 
Cintron rehearsing as Titus and Belle 
Savage.

made him proud to be a leopard. 
In regards to the new renovations 
at James Weir Stadium, including 
state of the art golden turf, Dunlop 
said, “I really like the new turf, and 
I’m glad to see it there while I’m 
still here in school.”
    For most students and oth-ers, 
they have seemed to enjoy the few 
simple, but effective, changes in 
and around Belle Vernon Area 
High School. “The school spirit is 
rising this year, and I can’t wait  to 
see how much it goes up as the 
year goes on,” said Dunlop.

By Tyler Steeber

Photo by Tyler Steeber
Junior Miranda Susick checking a news 
board in the hallway.
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Emilee Bonus vol-
unteers at “Day of 
Hope” fundraiser in 
Charleroi



Player of The Issue:
JAROD VERKLEEREN

They motivated me to be 
the best wrestler I could 
be. Being able to be called 
a world champion, I 
thought would be cool so it 
was a big inspiration.” 
Verkleeren says.
    The hardest thing he 
explained was making 
weight. “I had to cut like 
fifteen pounds to make 
weight, and once I got that 
out of the way I was ready 
and set to wrestle.” 
    “He’s always motivating 
us to work harder to drill 
harder and to make us bet-
ter.” says sophomore 
Neiko Kuntz, a fellow 
wrestler. “He’s very strict, 
but outside, he’s very 
goofy, outgoing, funny.”

By Sarah Juba 

    Jarod Verkleeren won 
the world championship for 
wrestling at Sarejevo, 
Bosnia.  He wrestled 
differ-ent types of people 
in the semis and finals. “ I 
wres-tled an Iranian in the 
semis and a Russian in the 
finals, so it was different 
from wrestling Americans.”
    Many emotions ran 
through Verkleeren’s head 
when he won. “It was an 
awesome feeling.” said 
Verkleeren.
   He explains about who 
helped him stay motivat-
ed. “My coaches, parents, 
and my siblings helped to 
keep me on the right track. 

     “The best part was 
getting my hand raised at 
the final match and having 
all the hard work pay off.” 
says Verkleeren.
    Most wrestlers get 
nervous before a match. 
Verkleeren explains his 
thoughts. “ I do get ner-
vous, but since I have 
wrestled for so many years 
I’ve learned to control my 
nerves and to calm myself 
down. I have to stay moti-
vated” 
    BVA is proud of Jarod 
and what he has achieved, 
and hopes to see him 
achieve more of his goals 
in the future.

     The NBA season is soon to be underway, and this year 
is as exciting as ever. There are multiple contenders for 
playoff spots, The Finals, and personal awards. As the sea-
son gets ready to begin, here’s what some of BVA’s own 
think about the upcoming year.
    Substitute teacher Jeff Lemley, senior Evan Hannan, 
and senior Nick Sweitzer had some predictions about the 
NBA. Lemley says the Golden State Warriors will repeat 
as champions, because they still have the best team and 
did not lose any major players. However, both Hannan and 
Sweitzer expect the Cleveland Cavaliers to be motivated 
from last year’s loss in The Finals, and will win it all this 
time around. Interesting that the majority picks the Cava-
liers, as experts have Golden State at the top of the power 
rankings to begin the preseason.
    No rookie comes into this year with higher expectations 
than Karl-Anthony Towns, as he was taken first overall 
in the 2015 NBA draft. Well, no one except for Kristapas 
Porzingis that is. Porzingis was taken fourth overall by the 
New York Knicks. High expectations are a given while 
playing in New York, let alone when you’re an unproven 
player from Latvia, and taken higher than most experts ex-
pected Porzingis to go. Porzingis has a lot to prove, but has 
already said during the summer that he won’t back down 
from the challenge. Both Hannan and Sweitzer expect 
Porzingis to prove his worth this season.
    One storyline coming into the season is the health of 
Cavaliers starting point guard Kyrie Irving. Irving tore his 
ACL in game two of the NBA finals in June last year. An 
ACL injury is commonly known as one of the hardest inju-
ries to come back from. Irving isn’t expected to play until 
February, and the Cavaliers have some question marks 
about how they will perform without their All-Star point 
guard.
    James Harden of the Houston Rockets finished second 
in MVP voting last season to Stephen Curry. Harden’s 
peers felt he should have won the award, as displayed 
when he won the MVP at The Player’s Awards this sum-
mer, an award show where only players vote for the cate-
gories. Lemley says “it will make Houston a better team”, 
and Hannan says “Harden will come out guns-a-blazin’.”
    These are just some of many intriguing storylines on 
the season, and more are certain to develop once the year 
starts. It should be a season to watch for all NBA fans.

NBA Season Preview
By Bryce Coyne

SPORTS

By Maddie Balsano
  Despite the disappointing 

loss in the wild card game 
on October 7 to the Chica-
go Cubs, the Pirates ended 
with a very successful 98 
win season. This season the 
Pirates joined the Dodgers 
and Cardinals as the only 
teams to reach the play-offs 
in each of the last three 
seasons. 
    Many positives occurred 
this season as Gerrit Cole 
continued to develop into 
one of the finest young 
pitchers in the game. Also 
Jung-ho Kang, who signed 
as a free agent; displayed 
many qualities on the 
field that will make him a 
respectable MLB player in 
the future.
    Although, the excitement 
ended on October 7 for 
the Pittsburgh Pirates fans 
when the cubs swept them 
taking the win.
Senior John Frederick 
explains his feelings on the 
Pirates. “I think the Pirates 
will be better next year. 
They lost the past two years 
in the wild card game so I 
think next year they will be 
back to fight even harder 
for the first spot, that way 
they won’t have to play in 
the wild card game.”
    Belle Vernon Area sci-
ence teacher Patrick Con-
ners does not have the same 
ideas as Frederick. “I do 
not believe they will be as 
good as next year because 
the Cubs and the Cardinals 

are going to be spending 
a lot more money than we 
are. We’re going to lose 
some key players next year 
and if we want to keep the 
winning tradition, we had 
better replace them with 
equally good players.”
    Conners is actually a 
part-time worker at the 
Pirates games, managing a 
concession stand. “I don’t 
have a favorite part of being 
at the games. I enjoy it all.”
    In 2014, the Pirates were 
knocked out of the play-offs 
by the San Francisco Giants 
by just one wild card game.  
    In 2015, the same thing 
happened although they 
were defeated by the Chica-
go Cubs. Cubs pitcher Jake 
Arrieta only gave up four 
hits, had eleven strike-outs, 
and zero walks, overpow-
ering the Pittsburgh Pirates 
4-0.

Four team members of
the 2015 Pirates were cho-
sen to represent the Nation-
al League in the All-star 
Game, including A.J Bur-
nett, Andrew McCutchen, 
Mark Melancon, and Gerrit 
Cole.
    When it comes to An-

drew Mccutchen and in
A.J. Burnett, senior Jessica 
Nusser sees unique quali-
ties in the both of them.
 “McCutchen has to be 
my favorite player for the 
Pirates. He holds the team 
together. He is consistent 
and he never gets in trou-
ble off the field. Although, 
when it comes to the heart 
of the team, I may have to 
stick with A.J. Burnett. He 
played a big role when he 
first came to Pittsburgh. 
He is always excited for 
the games and shows great 
effort. They actually ended 
up having a winning sea-
son his first year with us.”
    With a record of 98 and 
64, the Pirates 2015 sea-
son ended when the Chica-
go Cubs with a record of 
97 and 65, took the win in 
the wild card game.
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